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Ce sujet comprend 3 documents

- Document 1 :
o la: The Drunkard’s Death, Charles Dickens, 1836
o 1b: The Poor Man and His Beer, from All the Year Round, Charles Dickens,
30 April 1859
- Document 2 : Gin Lane and Beer Street, William Hogarth, 1751
- Document 3 : Battle of the Binge, Time 30 January 2005

Compte tenu des caractéristiques de ce dossier et des différentes possibilités
d’exploitation qu’il offre, vous indiquerez & quel niveau d’apprentissage vous
pourriez le destiner et quels objectifs vous vous fixeriez. Vous présenterez et
justifierez votre démarche pour atteindre ces objectifs.
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The Drunkard’s Death o Ve Ao

W?’We will be bold to say, that there is scarcely a man in the constant habit of walking, day
after day, through any of the crowded thoroughfares of London, who cannot recollect
among the people whom he 'knows by sight,' to use a familiar phrase, some being of

abject and wretched appearance whom he remembers to have seen in a very different

condition, whom he has observed sinking lower and lower, by almost imperceptible

degrees, and the shabbiness and utter destitution of whose appearance, at last, strike -

forcibly and painfully upon him, as he passes by.;'y?ts there any man who has mixed much
with society, or whose avocations have caused him to mingle, at one time or other, with
a great number of people, who cannot call to mind the time when some shabby,
miserable wretch, in rags and filth, who shuffles past him now in all the squalor of
disease and poverty, with a respectable tradesman, or clerk, or a man following some
thriving pursuit, with good prospects, and decent means?--or cannot any of our readers
call to mind from among the list of their quondam acquaintance, some fallen and
degraded man, who lingers about the pavement in hungry misery--from whom every
one turns coldly away, and who preserves himself from sheer starvation, nobody knows
how? Alas! such cases are of too frequent occurrence to be rare items in any man's
experience; and but too often arise from one cause-- drunkenness--that fierce rage for
the slow, sure poison, that oversteps every other consideration; that casts aside wife,
children, friends, happiness, and station; and hurries its victims madly on to degradation
and death.

Some of these men have been impelled, by misfortune and misery, to the vice that has
degraded them. The ruin of worldly expectations, the death of those they loved, the
sorrow that slowly consumes, but will not break the heart, has driven them wild; and
they present the hideous spectacle of madmen, slowly dying by their own hands. But by
far the greater-part have wilfully, and with open eyes, plunged into the gulf from which
the man who once enters it never rises more, but into which he sinks deeper and deeper
down, until recovery is hopeless. (...)

Charles Dickens, originalily in the Second Series of Sketches by Boz, 17 December 1836.

The Poor Man and His Beer Doc 1.5
My friend Phil%ewers and I, contemplating a farm-labourer the other day,

who was drinking his mag of beer on a settle at a roadside ale-house door, we fell to |~

humming the fag-end of an old ditty, of which the poor man and his beer, and the sin of
parting them, form the doleful burden. Philosewers then mentioned to me that a friend
of his in an agricultural county--say a Hertfordshire friend--had, for two years last past,
endeavoured to reconcile the poor man and his beer to public morality, by making it a
point of honour between himself and the poor man that the latter should use his beer
and not abuse it. Interested in an effort of so unobtrusive and unspeechifying a nature,
"O Philosewers," said I, after the manner of the dreary sages in Eastern apologues,
"Show me, I pray, the man who deems that temperance can be attained without a medal,
an oration, a banner, and a denunciation of half the world, and who has at once the head
and heart to set about it! (...)"

from All The Year Round, Charles Dickens, 30 April 1859
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Battle Of The Binge . Do 3
TIME, Sunday, Jan. 30, 2005 oC
By ANDREA GERLIN | London

Peter Bennett is celebrating the end of the week by knocking back a glass of lager at the Bell

Inn. The Nottingham University engineering student estimates he'll down eight or nine pints |

before night's end. That's what he says he puts away in his thrice-weekly sessions, which start at
a pub around 9 p.m. and end at a club five or six hours later. "We definitely drink more" in
Britain, he says. "It's just the culture to get pissed, I guess."

Outside, two young men square off drunkenly but stop when a police van glides by. Between
midnight and 4 a.m., casualties stream into the Queen's Medical Center emergency department:
a motionless clubber on a stretcher whom the Kevlar-clad ambulance crew wheels straight to a
treatment room; a youth whose injuries — a lacerated hand and a bite on his arm — were
sustained in a brawl outside a pub; and a tipsy woman in high-heeled boots who hurt her ankle

~ on a cobblestone walkway.

It's a typical Friday night in the center of Nottingham, a city of 267,000 in middle England
where on weekends 50,000 people roll up to more than 350 establishments licensed to sell
alcohol — all within a few blocks. Licensing authorities allow 70% of the area's pubs, clubs and
bars to serve drinks after the 11 p.m. state-mandated closing time — as late as 2 a.m. in some
cases. Under laws in place in England and Wales since World War I, alcohol can't be sold past
closing time unless an establishment can persuade licensing authorities of the need for an
exception, as many have done in Nottingham.

But that 90-year-old prohibition is about to change. Legislation enacted in 2003 and which
takes effect in November will enable license holders to seek permission from local authorities
beginning next week to sell alcohol as early or late as they want. Will the new law introduce a
kinder, gentler form of drinking to England and Wales? Or will the rest of the country turn into
Nottingham?

The debate pits Prime Minister Tony Blair's Labour government and Britain's $57 billion-a-year
drinks industry against doctors, police and the public, who say longer hours will make binge
drinking worse. Critics point to the funds needed to police drunken revelers, the increased crime
and the strain on the health system. "If you allow people to drink more, they will drink more —
and that will lead to more disorder, more crime and more antisocial behavior," says Chris
Allison, spokesman for the Association of Chief Police Officers and a Metropolitan Police
commander.

Few would deny that Britain has a drink problem. While its total alcohol consumption is lower
than that of most southern European countries, where the tradition of raising a glass or two over
dinner adds up over the year, it is closing the gap fast and has already overtaken Italy. And
according to a National Health Service (nhs) report published last year, Britain has the
unfortunate distinction of leading Europe in binge drinking, defined as consuming the
equivalent of a bottle of wine on a single occasion. A 2003 government report found that
consumption in Britain rose 50% between 1971 and 2001 and that 8.6 million of England's 40
million adults drink more than the government guidelines of up to four units of alcohol
(equivalent to two pints of lager) a day for men and three units for women. Another report
showed that deaths from chronic liver disease, a prime indicator of alcohol-related damage to
health, increased ninefold between 1970 and 2000 for people aged 25-44.

And drink affects more than just the drinkers. The government report estimated that alcohol-
related disease or injury was responsible for 5 million emergency-room visits in England in
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2000-01, up to 22,000 deaths in England and Wales in 2000 and health-care costs of about $3
billion. Around 70% of emergency-room patients in nhs hospitals on Friday and Saturday nights
are treated for alcohol-related conditions. Hospitals in Cardiff and Swansea were so swamped

by the intoxicated that in the weeks before Christmas they erected temporary military-style field

hospitals in city centers to treat casualties on the scene.

But since restrictive licensing laws haven't stopped the problem, will loosening them make
things worse? The Labour government says a "minority" of drinkers are causing the mayhem,
and staggered closing hours will reduce the number of people — and brawls — on the streets.

)

So far, the government has yet to sell its view to the public. Polls conducted by research firm
ICM for the BBC and the Guardian newspaper in January found that 53% of those surveyed
oppose extended licensing hours, 39% approve and about two-thirds don't think they will
reduce antisocial behavior or make Britain a better place to live. British police say they are
already overwhelmed by the scale of drink-related disorder and crime. While eager to have a
say on applications for licenses, as provided under the new law, they oppose longer hours
because they say they lack the resources to deal with the problems they expect to arise from
them. "I don't have a box of police I can take and put elsewhere," says Allison. '

A lot of people in Nottingham share that view. Take Tony Lovett, a cab driver who usually
doesn't work weekend nights because of the hassle from rowdy drunks. "Increasing opening
hours is bad," he says. "The city on Friday and Saturday nights is total mayhem." Many people
blame price wars among pubs for encouraging binge drinking. In Lace Market, the city's most
popular nightspot, a gin and tonic is $2.70, and a butterscotch schnapps shot is $2.40 —
compelling prices in a university town.

Moreover, the government itself seems to lack a coherent alcohol policy. Amid reports
implicating drink in 13,000 violent incidents near pubs and clubs each week — and 47% of all
violent crimes — Home Secretary Charles Clarke last week blamed booze for the 6% rise in
violent crime in the third quarter of 2004. "We are building a massive problem for the future if
we do not really hammer alcohol-related crime," he said. Geethika Jayatilaka, director of policy
and public affairs for the charity Alcohol Concern, says: "The government has not found a way
out of this to address the growing concern from the public, the police and doctors."

Many Britons would rather tackle problem drinking than gamble on longer hours. "Making
alcohol cheaper and more readily available are not steps I would take to combat binge
drinking," says Michael Marmot, a professor of epidemiology and public health at University
College London. The government's alcohol policy probably won't cost Labour the next election,
widely expected in May, but it has forced a rethink on policing and may cost votes. "If Tony
Blair thinks the yobs are going to sit in cafés like on the Continent, he's got another thing
coming," says Chris Gibson, who owns a classical music shop in Nottingham. "Europeans eat
and drink. We don't. We booze."
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