
Séance 1                       Video : Occupy Wall Street Protests 

 

 

 

Type of document : 

 

Date :                                                                     Source : 

 

Watch the video and focus on one of the following aspects : 

 

*     Slogans : write down what the signs read and what people yell 

 

 

 

 

 

*     Facts : note down all the figures you hear (5 numbers) and say what they refer to 

 

 

 

 

 

*     Demonstration : describe the different places, the demonstrators and the type of  

                                     actions 

 

 

 

*     Journalists : note down the key ideas developed by the journalists (voice over 

                             and presenters) 

 

 

 

 

*     Interviews : write down the points made by each of the four interviewees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Listening Comprehension (B1)        Séance 2 

         Making Globalisation Work  

       An interview of Joseph Stiglitz 

 

You are going to listen to an interview of Joseph Stiglitz, 

 winner of the Nobel Prize for Economics in 2001. 

 

First question 

1) What is the first question ? 

     .......................................................................................... 

 

2) Fill in the blanks: “In the beginning of ....................................., 

   not that long ago, was the ...................... that everybody would be 

   .......................... as a resultof .................................  . 

  .......  .............. there are a lot of .....................................  .” 

 

3) a-  What does globalisation increase ?  .......................................................... 

    b-  What does it decrease ? .............................................................................. 

    c-   Who for ? ...................................................................................................... 

    d-  It leads to: 

           -   .................................................................. 

           -   a large number of ................................. facing ..................................... 

           -   money flowing from the ............................ .................................... to the ............................. 

 

4) a-   When was the last round of negociation ? .............................. 

           How does he qualify it ? ............................. 

b- When was the last development round ? ............................................. 

What did Europe and the USA do ? ...................................................... 

Did they keep them ? .................................... 

 

Second question 

 

5) a-   What are the consequences of globalisation in some countries ? ............................................. 

    b-   For which countries ? ..................................................................... 

    c-   Fill in the blanks: “These countries have now access to ......................................  ........................... 

         and ..................................  .   ................................ has moved ................................ of ........................ 

        of people out of ........................................  .” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Séance 2         Listening Comprehension (B2/C1) 

Making Globalisation Work 

An interview of Joseph Stiglitz 

 

You are going to listen to an interview of Joseph Stiglitz, 

winner of the Nobel Prize for Economics in 2001. 

 

1) Note down the first question to Joseph Stiglitz. 

 

 

2) Give five points that he made to answer this : 

     -    

     - 

     - 

     - 

     - 

 

3) Give the names ot two countries which have most benefited from globalisation. 

     - 

     - 

 

     How ? Give three reasons : 

     - 

     - 

     - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Séance 3 : What is globalisation ?                         

 

 
 

 



Séance 3 : What is globalisation ?                         

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



Séance 4 : Patchwork of 3 texts 

 

 
 



Reading Comprehension                      The Colonists’Protest                                             Séance 4 
 

 
The Boston Tea Party 

 

Fill in this map with the names of the first original colonies : 
 

Connecticut 
Delaware 
Georgia 

Maryland 
Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 

North Carolina 

Rhode Island 
Pennsylvania 

South Carolina 
Virginia 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Lines 1 to 8      What was the thing that most upset the colonists ? 
 
 
Lines 9 to 17    What did the colonists object to? 
 
 
Lines 18 to 25    
 

1) Who did the Tories side with ? 
 
2)  Can you therefore guess which current political party is sometimes referred to as 
the 
     Tory Party in Britain? 
 

 
Lines 26 to 32 
 
The Boston Tea Party triggered off many events. Remember your history classes and 
match these dates with the events that correspond to them: 

a- Proclamation of independence 
b- Boston Tea Party 
c- Beginning of the revolutionary war of independence 
d- End of the revolutionary war of independence 
e- First Congress is organised 
 

Dates Key events 

December 16th, 1773  

1774  

1775  

1776  

1783  

 
 
 
 

 

 



Séance 4 
1. The Branding of the Occupy movement 

Work on this document in groups of four. Read this document and complete the chart (don’t 

forget to hilight in different colours the elements which helped you in the text. 

 

Draw Kalle Lasn’s 

portrait 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write the chronology of 

his different actions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduce the magazine 

and its particularities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Names given in the text 

and the details 

concerning them 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opponents and their 

arguments 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporters and their 

arguments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.  The Tea Party Movement 

 

Read the following document and complete the chart, don’t forget to hilight in the text the 

elements which enabled you to answer, choose a colour for each topic. 

 

Definition of Tea Party. 

Who started this protest? 

What are they protesting 

against? 

 

 

 

 

 

Define the Tea Party 

protesters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain what they are 

claiming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote all the criticisms 

concerning Obama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who are the opponents 

of this movement and 

what do they blame them 

for? 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is helping this 

new action and how? 

What is the final target 

of this movement? 

 

 

 

 

 



Homework : 

 

     *   The Corporate American Flag by Adbusters 

          Find it on the net and read about it. You must be able to tell the class. 

 

     *   What happened on September 17th, 2011 in New York City? (Reasons/place/effect) 

 

     *   What happened on December 1st, 2011 on the net? 

 

     *   Give the definition of the 99%. Who are they? 

 

     *   What was the Boston Tea Party in 1773? What happened and what was the trigger 

event? 
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Why Occupy? Steerage Is Getting Restless                              Séance 5 
 

Dirty hippies. Lazy losers. These phrases capture the essence of the conservative reaction to the Occupy Wall 
Street (OWS) protests. 

To be sure, conservatives have raised some legitimate concerns about the protests- such as the presence and 

influence of anarchists or communists, and instances of boorish behavior that have sometimes crossed the line into 
criminality. It’s also easy to dismiss protesters who often can’t articulate precisely what they hope to achieve. 

But criticizing the Occupiers isn’t a particularly useful exercise. Over the past two years, we’ve witnessed the 

emergence of a mass protest movement on the political right- the Tea Party- and now a similar phenomenon on 
the left. One is aimed at the federal government, the other at our economic system. Their emergence is linked. 
Both are symptoms of a new political volatility fueled by the growing desperation and despair of average 

Americans. They are the predictable results of an increasingly dysfunctional political and economic system that no 
longer seems to work for, and which appears increasingly distant from, ordinary people. 

 

R.J. Matson / St. Louis Post-Dispatch (click to view our Daily Cartoons) 

Economically, America has become a very unequal society. 

According to a paper by Michael Norton and Dan Ariely titled “Building a Better America” that was published earlier 

this year in Perspectives on Psychological Science, the top 20 percent controls more than 80 percent of the nation’s 
wealth. In contrast, the bottom 60 percent accounts for less than 10 percent. Even worse, the lowest 40 percent 
are so undercapitalized that their shares amount, collectively, to less than 1 percent. It is as if they do not even 

exist. 

Given such statistics, it’s not surprising that America’s Gini coefficient (a measure of inequality) is more 
characteristic of developing world economies than those of our industrial-democracy peers in Europe and Asia. 

Moreover, the reality of wealth distribution stands in sharp contrast to our perception of how things ought to be. 
When asked, Americans prefer a more equal society in which everyone has a share. The growing dissonance 

between our ideals and our reality fuels legitimate anger and perceptions of injustice. 

If America was a ship, she’d be so top-heavy that she’d capsize even in mild weather- and we’re caught at sea in 
the midst of a gale. Seen in this light, OWS and the Tea Party are both signs that the vast majority of us down in 

steerage are becoming increasingly restless as our perception of our own peril grows. This is coupled with a 
dawning realization that the ship’s officers (politicians and the federal government) and the wealthy denizens of 
the promenade deck are essentially indifferent to our fate. 

And make no mistake about it- we are locked in steerage. 

Opportunity is part of the American dream. We tell ourselves that we are a society where individuals rise and fall 
according to their own merit. This vision of America can be seen in conservative responses to OWS. The protesters 

are lazy- they should go get jobs. If they are unemployed, it’s their own fault, and attributable to some character 
defect rather than to any systemic flaws. Herman Cain captured the essence of this line of reasoning when he said, 
“[d]on’t blame Wall Street, don’t blame the big banks. If you don’t have a job and you’re not rich, blame yourself!” 

 



Actually, inequality in America isn’t largely a function of individual responsibility or merit. Despite our 
mythology of opportunity, we are in fact one of the most closed societies in the industrialized world- one 
where the accident of birth is often, to a disturbing degree, determinative of an individual’s economic 

attainment. Indeed, among developed nations in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, the United States ranks third from the bottom in terms of intergenerational economic mobility, 

above only Italy and the United Kingdom. As a result, you have a much better chance of moving from the 
bottom quartile to the top one in places like Denmark than you do in America. 

Pretending these problems don’t exist won’t make them go away. Even worse, the inequalities described 

above are inherently destabilizing to our society- they undermine the legitimacy of our political and economic 
systems and produce the civic despair, fear, and anger that stokes the fires of protest and unrest. 

Rather than laughing off the OWS protests, people of good will across the political spectrum should examine 

what has gone wrong in our society, why it has gone wrong, and what we can do to fix it. The fate of our 
nation turns on the answers we find. 

—– 

© Copyright 2011 Michael Stafford, distributed exclusively by Cagle Cartoons newspaper syndicate. 

Michael Stafford is a former Republican Party officer and the author of “An Upward Calling.”  

 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/03/17/social-immobility-climbin_n_501788.html


Reading Comprehension         Why Occupy ? Steerage is Getting Restless     Séance 5 

                                                   Michael Stafford, November 15th, 2011 

 

Lines 1 to 11 

 

1) What are the two movements alluded to? 

- 

- 

      2)  What are their political orientations? 

 

3) List three derogatory expressions used by the Conservatives to criticize the Occupiers. 

- 

- 

- 

 

      4)  Name the targets of the two movements. 

 

5) Right? Wrong? The two movements have opposite origins. Justify your answer. 

 

6) What does the author blame for the birth of these movements? 

 

7) Working with words  Find the equivalents of these words in this part of the text: 

a- rustre/grossier =                                      d-   alimenter = 

b- écarter/rejeter =     e-   moyen (adj.) = 

c- exprimer clairement = 

 

Lines 12 to 22 

 

1) Fill in this chart :         

 

Percentage of people Amount of wealth 

  

  

  

      

2) Pick out two sentences expressing amazing facts about America’s economy: 

-  Line ......... : 

-  Line ......... : 

 

3) What may explain people’s anger and feeling of injustice? 

 

4)   Think and react!  

      Can you think of a modal auxiliary that has almost the same meaning as “ought to” (line 20)? 

       

4) Working with words  Find the equivalents of these words in this part of the text: 

a- inégal =                                                         e-  pairs (noun) = 

b- ne pas être doté de fonds suffisants = 

c- actions (bourse) =                                         f-  part/morceau =  

d- s’élever à = 

 

 



Lines 23 to 33 

 

1) Lines 23 to 27 

a- « If America was a ship… » (line 23) 

Pick out six elements that make up an extended metaphor : 

-                                                                    - 

-                - 

-                - 

                 b-   How powerful is this metaphor? 

 

 

2) Line 29  “Opportunity is part of the American Dream.” 

Apart from opportunity, which other values do you associate the American Dream 

with? 

 

 

3) a-   According to conservative Americans, who is to blame for unemployment and 

poverty? 

 

b- Try to imagine what advice a conservative American could give to a Wall Street 

protester. Use the relevant modals or equivalents. 

 

 

 

 

      4)   Working with words   Find the quivalents of these words in this part of the text: 

                   a-   déséquilibré =                                                 f-   croissant (adj.) = 

                   b-   chavirer =                                                       g-   habitants = 

                   c-   doux =                                                             h-   pont promenade = 

                   d-   coup de vent =                                                 i-   problème/défaut = 

                   e-   agité/indocile = 

 

Lines 34 to 46 

 

      1)   Lines 34-35   « … our mythology of opportunity. » 

                 a-   What does the word “opportunity” imply in the context of American history? 

 

b-   To what extent does the word “mythology” undermine the word “opportunity”? 

 

1)  Michael Stafford admits that the American society is a society “where the accident 

of   

 birth is often [...] determinative of an individual’s economic attainment.” 

a- How do you understand “the accident of birth”? 

 

 

b- Which philosophical theory does it refer to? 

 

 

 

4) According to Michael Stafford, what produces movements such as Occupy Wall 

Street? 



 

 

 

General assessment 

 

1) How would you define the general tone of this article? 

 

 

2) What do the various movements : Occupy Wall Street in the USA, les Indignés in 

France, los Indignados in Spain, Occupy Dame Street in Dublin, Occupy London in 

England, reveal about the state of our Western societies? 

 

 

3) Comment on the choice of the headline of this article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gini coefficient                                          Annexe – séance 5 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

 

 

Gini-coefficient of national income distribution around the world (using 2009 info) 

 

The Gini coefficient (also known as the Gini index or Gini ratio) is a measure of statistical 

dispersion developed by the Italian statistician and sociologist Corrado Gini and published in his 1912 paper 

"Variability and Mutability" (Italian:Variabilità e mutabilità).  

The Gini coefficient measures the inequality among values of a frequency distribution (for example levels of 

income). A Gini coefficient of zero expresses perfect equality where all values are the same (for example, 

where everyone has an exactly equal income). A Gini coefficient of one (100 on the percentile scale) 

expresses maximal inequality among values (for example where only one person has all the income).  

It has found application in the study of inequalities in disciplines as diverse as sociology, economics, health 

science, ecology, chemistry, engineering and agriculture. It is commonly used as a measure of inequality 

of income or wealth. Worldwide, Gini coefficients for income range from approximately 0.23 (Sweden) to 

0.70 (Namibia) although not every country has been assessed. 

  
 



Séance 6 

 

October 10th, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 



 



 


