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Document 1

Tech-Savvy Cities May Be 'Smart,’ But Are They Wise?
NPR, July 11, 2013

This summer, NPR's has been looking at how cities around the world are solving
problems using new technologies. And though there's great promise in many of
these "smart” city programs, New York University's Anthony Townsend remains
skeptical.

Townsend, whose book Smart Cities is due out in October, tells NPR's David
Greene about the causes, benefits and potential dangers of the smart city boom.

On what caused the smart city boom

"In 2008, we had a number of things happen. The world became 50 percent urban
for the first time, and we're on track by the end of the century that most of the
world's population will be living in cities, something like 8 billion people, which is
about double the number of people that live in cities today. So in the next 100
years, we're going to basically build as much urban fabric as we've built in all of
human history. We also saw the number of things connected to the Internet
surpass the number of people that are connected to the Internet.

"Now the other thing that happened in 2008 is the recession. And companies like
IBM and Cisco in almost an instant saw their corporate customer base disappear
and a new government customer base start to grow as stimulus programs came
online. And so they've very aggressively launched a marketing campaign — pilots
and prototypes — in thousands of cities around the world.”

On what motivates city governments to adopt new technology

"Alot of cities are turning to the technology industry — to companies like IBM and
Cisco and Siemens — to weave,these new technologies into their systems of
government in order to demonstrate to their constituents that they're doing
something to try to tackle this growing chaos of rapidly growing cities all around
the world."

On the dangers of smart city technology

"Probably the most important one is that the way that these projects are
structured is that these companies don't just build a system like you would build a
road, like a contractor would build a road, and then hand it over to the city to
operate and maintain. They stay involved, and, you know, in many cases with
technologies, like cloud computing, the infrastructure that's providing a service to
that city — say, you know, running the traffic signals — may not actually be
physically located in that city. It may not even be in the same country. And so,
essentially a city is outsourcing its brains."

On whether using technelegy to run a city more efficiently is a good thing
‘It's a wonderful thing, and I think it's really our only hope right now, given the
challenges we face in the coming century around climate change [and] mass
urbanization all over the planet. What I'm trying to do with my work is just to get
us to confront those risks, because over the last five years, you know, since these
big technology companies really started this push towards building smart cities
and selling smart cities, there hasn't been a really robust discussion about the

risks."
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Document 2

Video : Smarter Cities: Innovations for future cities that lead to a better quality of life
(http://www.voutube.com /user/SmarterCities)
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