FROM EUROPE TO AMERICA
FROM EUROPE TO AMERICA
Livret de l’élève
Cycle 4 • 4e–3e • 4 séances de 55 minutes   A2 vers A2+/B1
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Our guiding question
What was it like to leave Europe and start a new life in America?
What you will learn
Understand the main ideas and key details in an authentic oral testimony.
Use a written transcript to check, justify and interpret what you heard.
Talk about a past journey using the simple past and chronological connectors.
Describe travel conditions, sensations, feelings and hopes.
Write a plausible first-person immigrant story.
The four-step journey
	1  Discover
	2  Experience
	3  Analyze
	4  Create

	Audio part 1
Who? Where? When?
	Audio part 2
Life in steerage
	Written transcript
Evidence and language
	Plan, write and check
the final task



Authentic source  Morris Abraham Schneider, “Morris Remembers the Steamship Rotterdam”, Ellis Island Oral History Collection, National Park Service. Interview recorded in 1991; Morris recalls emigrating from Poland in 1920, aged ten.
Audio and transcript: https://www.nps.gov/elis/learn/education/oral-history-ei-116.htm
Other documents: 
Figure 1. Immigrants waiting for their ship 
Figure 2. The path from Europe to the US 
Figure 3. Immigrants celebrating their arrival in front of Ellis Island 
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SESSION 1
DISCOVER  FROM POLAND TO AMERICA
Who was Morris Schneider and what were the main stages of his journey?
	Today’s goal

	Identify the speaker, context and main stages of the crossing.



1)  Observe and make guesses
Follow the links. What can you see? What are the people doing? What may they be feeling?
Figure 1: https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/ellis-island-facts-and-myths 
Figure 2: https://www.instagram.com/p/DXoDD-bjbk5/ 
Figure 3: https://www.reddit.com/r/TheWayWeWere/comments/bh26uc/immigrants_celebrate 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  Follow the route
Complete the route, then use at least four words from the box to describe it.
EUROPE  →  ____________________  →  ____________________  →  AMERICA

leave  •  immigrant  •  journey  •  ship  •  sail  •  cross  •  arrive  •  celebrate
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)  Think about migration
Why did people leave Europe for America? Complete at least three ideas with because.
Ex: They left Europe because they wanted to find work.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
4)  First listening:  Get the main idea
Listen to part 1 without trying to understand every word. Circle the best answer.
☐ Morris is talking about:  the past  /  the present.
☐ He describes:  a train journey  /  a sea journey  /  a flight.
☐ During the journey, he was:  a child  /  an adult.
☐ At first, the experience sounds:  ordinary  /  frightening  /  impressive.
5)  Second listening:  Pick out key facts
[image: ]Listen again. Write a word, a name or a number. You do not need full sentences.
	Information
	Your answer

	Speaker’s name
	

	Country of origin
	

	Year
	

	Age
	

	Name of the ship
	

	Who became seasick?
	

	Duration of the crossing
	

	Ocean
	

	Famous monument
	



6)  Put the events in order
Number the events from 1 to 6.
☐ They boarded the Rotterdam.
☐ They set sail.
☐ Morris’s sister got seasick.
☐ They crossed the Atlantic for fourteen days.
☐ She came up for fresh air.
☐ They saw the Statue of Liberty.
7)  First language clues
Complete the simple-past forms you heard.
	Infinitive
	Simple past
	
	Infinitive
	Simple past

	get
	
	
	take
	

	leave
	
	
	see
	

	set
	
	
	be
	



8)  What I remember
Give one piece of information about Morris.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write one question you still have about him.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: ]+ HOMEWORK: Remember Morris’ journey. Answer the following question for next class: what are the two main classes of verbs in English (simple past form)?

SESSION 2
EXPERIENCE  LIFE IN STEERAGE
What was the crossing really like?
	Today’s goal

	Understand part 2 of the audio through sounds, details and actions.



1)  Retrieval challenge
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2)  Before you listen
What do you imagine when you hear the word steerage? Circle four predictions.
crowded  •  fresh air  •  comfortable  •  hot  •  dirty  •  quiet  •  confined  •  luxurious  •  noisy
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3)  Second listening:  Use your senses
Listen again. Write isolated words or short phrases. 
	Sense or category
	What you hear

	Temperature
	

	Smell
	

	Sound / voices
	

	People and space
	

	Hygiene
	

	Animals / vermin
	



4)  First listening: Choose the best summary
Listen to part 2 once. Tick the best answer.
☐ Morris mainly describes a luxurious holiday.
☐ Morris mainly describes difficult conditions in the lowest part of the ship.
☐ Morris mainly describes the food served on board.
5)  Listen for people and actions
Answer in short phrases.
Where did Morris and his brother try to go?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
What happened when they reached the main deck?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did they see first, and second-class passengers?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why did Morris try to leave steerage?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Did the crossing feel long or short to him?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
6)  Understand the contrast
Place the words on the line from most negative to most positive.
terrified  •  sick  •  uncomfortable  •  worried  •  surprised  •  excited  •  amazed  •  hopeful

NEGATIVE  ───────────────────────────────────────────────────  POSITIVE

Now, fill in the blanks:

The conditions were ____________________. However, Morris felt ____________________ because ________________________________.
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7)  Listening review
What is clear after listening? What still needs to be checked in the transcript next time?
	I understood
	I need to check

	
	






SESSION 3
ANALYZE  THE WORDS OF A WITNESS
How does the transcript help us understand and interpret Morris’s experience?
	Today’s goal

	Read, justify, analyze the contrast and study the language of the testimony.



Authentic transcript
Read the transcript. The wording is authentic: repetitions and hesitations belong to oral speech. Use the glossary, but do not translate every word.
PART 1
When we got on the Rotterdam, we had a field day. One, I was never on ship before and it was absolutely, I was awed by it. It was overwhelming. All the people and boarding the ship, it was all a brand new experience. We left Rotterdam, we set sail and about a half hour after the ship started my sister got very sea sick. It took us fourteen days to cross the Atlantic and in the entire crossing, she was in steerage, and the only time she came up for a breath of fresh air was just about a half hour before we saw the Statue of Liberty.
PART 2
Now the experience of the ship, being young was an adventure in that particular situation, because we were on the lowest level of the ship. We couldn't go aboard. Some kids were more adventurous. My brother and I, we would sneak aboard, we were always chased. And we saw some people who traveled maybe in first or second class and we looked upon them as royalty, but we were confined primarily to steerage. Steerage was one huge place. It was the lowest deck. The stench, it was the summer, in August, the humidity, the heat, having no air conditioning, having cooling facilities, it was very hot, compounded by the fact that there must have been anywhere from two to three hundred people in that huge cavernous area. The body smells, the body odors, the lack of sanitation, the lack of any kind of facilities, washing, there was no such thing as washing or bathing. The stench, the vermin, it was rat infested. But, being children, I guess, had its advantages, in this case because we always tried to get out of there. We tried to go, get out of the steerage, get out of the babble of voices, get out of the heat and the stench and get on the main deck. We all were permitted to stay there for a little while but we were constantly chased. But the crossing went for us, for me in particular, went very quickly.
	Glossary
	Meaning

	to have a field day
	to enjoy an exciting opportunity

	awed / overwhelming
	very impressed / emotionally powerful

	to sneak aboard
	to go somewhere secretly

	confined
	not allowed to leave a limited space

	stench
	a very strong unpleasant smell

	cavernous
	very large and empty-looking

	vermin / rat-infested
	harmful animals / full of rats

	babble of voices
	many voices heard together
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1)  Find and classify
In the transcript, underline or highlight evidence in three different colors.
	THE SHIP
	BAD CONDITIONS
	FEELINGS AND PERCEPTION

	Chosen color: 
	Chosen color: 
	Chosen color: 

	Ex: deck, steerage…
	Ex: heat, stench…
	Ex: awed, adventure…



2)  True or false: Justify with the transcript
Tick True or False, then copy a short quotation as evidence.
	Statement
	T
	F
	Evidence from the transcript

	Morris had travelled by ship before.
	☐
	☐
	

	His sister enjoyed the crossing.
	☐
	☐
	

	The journey lasted two weeks.
	☐
	☐
	

	Morris travelled in first or second class.
	☐
	☐
	

	Steerage was comfortable and hygienic.
	☐
	☐
	

	Morris nevertheless experienced the journey as an adventure.
	☐
	☐
	


3)  Interpret the testimony
Was Morris’s experience rather positive or negative? Give a balanced answer, using however and two pieces of evidence.
The material conditions were ________________________________. However, Morris ____________________________________________.
4)  Language detective: The simple past
Find six simple-past verbs in the transcript. Then sort them.
	Regular verbs
	Irregular verbs

	________________________
	________________________

	________________________
	________________________

	________________________
	________________________


5)  Cause and consequence
Complete the sentences in your own words. 
Morris was amazed because ________________________________________________________.
The family travelled in steerage; therefore, ___________________________________________.
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· Quelle est la différence entre « because » et « therefore » ?
__________________________________________________________________________________________
6)  Pronunciation:  Final ed
Listen, repeat and place each word in the correct column: chased • confined • permitted • started.
	/t/
	/d/
	/ɪd/

	
	
	

	
	
	



Rule to remember: after /t/ or /d/ → /ɪd/; after a voiced sound → /d/; after another voiceless sound → /t/.
7)  Mini-production
You are Morris. Write 60–80 words about life in steerage. Use the simple past, two sensory details, one feeling, because and however.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SESSION 4
CREATE  MY FIRST DAY IN AMERICA
Can you turn historical knowledge into a plausible personal story?
	Today’s goal

	Plan, write, revise and optionally read an immigrant diary entry.



1)  Reactivate what you know
Write one accurate sentence using each group of words.
1920 • Poland • Rotterdam
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
steerage • hot • crowded
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Statue of Liberty • amazed • hopeful
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  Build your character and story
Make choices before you write. Your story must remain historically plausible.
	Question
	Your notes

	Who are you?
	

	Where do you come from?
	

	Why did you leave Europe?
	

	How did you travel?
	

	What difficulty did you face?
	

	What did you see on arrival?
	

	How did you feel?
	

	What do you hope for?
	


3)  Organize your diary entry
Plan one key idea for each stage.
	Beginning
	Journey
	Arrival
	Looking ahead

	Who / where / why
	Ship / steerage / difficulty
	What you saw / feelings
	Hopes for your new life
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Language toolbox
	Simple past
	Chronology
	Feelings
	Migration

	left • travelled • arrived • saw • felt • was/were • had • took
	first • then • after that • finally
	afraid • tired • excited • amazed • relieved • hopeful
	immigrant • ship • journey • steerage • new life



Useful contrast and cause: because • however • therefore 
4)  Final task  (30 minutes)
You are a young European immigrant arriving in New York in the early 20th century. Write a diary entry about your journey and your arrival in America. Write 80–110 words.
Give your country of origin and your reason for leaving.
Describe the journey and at least one difficulty.
Say what you saw when you arrived.
Describe your feelings and your hopes.
Use at least five verbs in the simple past, two chronological connectors, because and at least three feeling words.
Optional B1 extension: explain the contrast between what you expected America to be like and what you actually experienced.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
5)  Check and improve
☐ My story is historically plausible.
☐ I used 80–110 words.
☐ I used at least five simple-past verbs.
☐ I used at least two chronological connectors.
☐ I explained one cause with because.
☐ I used at least three feeling words.
☐ My story is organised and easy to follow.
☐ I checked capitals, punctuation and spelling.
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6)  Share the testimony
Read your entry to your groupmates as if it were part of the Ellis Island Oral History Collection. While listening, your classmates will identify the country, reason for leaving, difficulty and main feeling.
My learning review
	I can…
	Not yet
	Almost
	Yes

	identify Morris Schneider and the context of his journey.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	understand the main information in an authentic testimony.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	pick out details from an audio recording.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	use a transcript to find and justify information.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	describe conditions, sensations and feelings.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	use the simple past and chronological connectors.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	pronounce regular past forms more accurately.
	☐
	☐
	☐

	write a plausible story about a past journey.
	☐
	☐
	☐



Reminders of key cultural facts
Who was Morris Schneider?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was steerage?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why was the Statue of Liberty important to many immigrants?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
What contrast makes Morris’s testimony especially interesting? (answer in French if it’s too complicated for you)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MY LEARNING WHEEL 

Les acquis essentiels de la séquence
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