
 

BLOCK 2 
TERM DEFINITION 

Arial shot An aerial shot is a shot filmed from far overhead. 

Backdrop 
A backdrop is to a huge photographic painting or backing seen in the background of a scene. It 
typically portrays a landscape, such as mountains. 

Blurred Not clearly visible, as though an object is being viewed through water or a haze. 

Bullet time 
Bullet time is a special and visual effect that refers to a digitally enhanced simulation of variable-
speed photography used in films. 

CGI 
CGI is computer-generated imagery used in filmmaking to create special effects and the illusion of 
motion. It can be used to create giant, fantastical creatures or fill in a crowd in lieu of hiring a 
bunch of extras.  

Crew  
A Crew is the collective of individuals involved with the technical aspect of shooting a movie. It 
does not refer to the performers in a film. 

Cyberpunk A film genre based on the internet and hacking and the subcultures these have engendered. 

Depict To show or describe. 

Filming The act of using cameras to shoot a movie. 

Into focus 
Focus is the degree of distinctness or sharpness in an image. As a verb, it relates to the 
adjustment or manipulation of a lens to create a far sharper image. You can have shallow, deep, 
or soft focus. 

Live-action films 
Live action (or live action) is a form of cinematography or videography that uses photography 
instead of animation. 

Longshot 
A long shot is a camera view of a character or object from a vast distance away. This makes the 
subject appear small in the frame. You can also have a medium or extreme long shot. 

Martial arts sequences A series of choreographed fighting scenes or shots. 

Move Initiative 

Out of focus See Focus. 

Pan 
A pan is an abbreviation for a panorama shot, referring to the rotation, scan, or horizontal 
movement of the camera in one direction.  

Release (film) The act of publishing for the first time a movie. 

Script 
A screenplay or script for a movie production written by a screenwriter. The screenplay contains 
all of the dialogue, character movements, and essential actions. 

Shoot  The act of filming a particular shot or scene. 

Shot, scene, sequence 
Shot, Scene, and Sequence are concepts that make up the dramatic narrative of a film. Scenes are 
made up of shots while sequences are made up of scenes.  

Slow-motion  
Slow Motion is running film through a camera at a faster than typical rate. It is then projected at a 
standard speed, making the playback appear slower than in actuality. 

Special effects 
Special Effects is a broad term for fantastical audio and visual illusions that could not have been 
filmed by normal means. Special effects include in-camera effects, miniatures, CGI, rear-camera 
projections, and stop motion animation. Visual effects are a subcategory of special effects. 

Subtitles Subtitles are the printed lines of text displayed at the bottom of the frame. 

Wardrobe 
Wardrobe is the general term used to talk about the costume department. It can also refer to an 
individual costume and all of the accessories associated with it. 

Zoom 
A zoom shot is a camera shot taken with a lens with a variable focal length. This allows the 
cinematographer to alter the visual distance between the camera and the subject without 
physically moving the camera.  

Arial shot An aerial shot is a shot filmed from far overhead. 

 


