
CHINUA ACHEBE 

 
 

The famous Nigerian writer died on March 21st 2013 in Boston. 

He was born in Nigeria in 1930. 

He spent his life going back and forth between Nigeria and the USA, working as a teacher or 

in the field of writing (children’s books mostly). 

He was a contemporary of American novelists like Ralph Ellison & Arthur Miller. 

Chinua Achebe was worried about spreading the Literature of his country which would remain 

unknown if it wasn’t translated into English, for example. 

Chinua Achebe won several awards over the course of his writing career, including the Man 

Booker International Prize (2007) and the Dorothy and Lillian Gish Prize (2010). He also 

received honorary degrees from more than 30 universities around the world.  

 

David and Marianna Fisher University Professor and Professor of Africana 

Studies 
“Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe is known the world over for having played a germinal role in the founding and 

development of African literature. He is considered among the most significant world writers.  

[…] 

Professor Achebe's global significance lies not only in his talent and recognition as a writer, but also as a 

critical thinker and essayist who has written extensively on questions of the role of culture in Africa and the 

social and political significance of aesthetics and analysis of the postcolonial state in Africa. He is renowned, 

for example, for "An Image of Africa," his trenchant and famous critique of Joseph Conrad's Heart of 

Darkness. Today, this critique is recognized as one of the most generative interventions on Conrad; and one 

that opened the social study of literary texts, particularly the impact of power relations on 20th century 

literary imagination.” 

http://brown.edu/Departments/Africana_Studies/people/achebe_chinua.html 

http://brown.edu/Departments/Africana_Studies/people/achebe_chinua.html


_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

WRITINGS  
 

During the 1960s & 1970S, he wrote the novels No Longer at Ease (1960), Arrow of 

God (1964) and A Man of the People (1966), all of which address the issue of traditional ways 

of life coming into conflict with new, often colonial, points of view. 

The year 1987 would mark the release of Achebe's Anthills of the Savannah, which was 

shortlisted for the Booker McConnell Prize. The following year, he published Hopes and 
Impediments (1988). 
  

 

One of his most famous novels 

was Things Fall Apart written in 

1958. 

More than 12 million copies were 

sold and the book has been 

translated into more than 50 

languages 

It is seen as the archetypal 

modern African novel in English, 

and one of the first African 

novels written in English to 

receive global critical acclaim. 

It is widely read and studied in 

English-speaking countries 

around the world. 

 

The title of the novel comes 

from William Butler Yeats' poem "The 

Second Coming". 

The novel depicts the life of 

Okonkwo, a leader and local wrestling 

champion in Umuofia—one of a 

fictional group of nine villages in 

Nigeria, inhabited by the Igbo 

people (in the novel, "Ibo"). 

It describes his family and personal 

history, the customs and society of 

the Igbo, and the influence of British 

colonialism and Christian 

missionaries on the Igbo community 

during the late nineteenth century. 
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