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Overview 

 Why develop presentation skills? 

 What are Round Tables? 

 What are the roles? 

 How can you use Round Tables? 

 What are the benefits of using Round 
Tables? 

 What do students think? 

 How can you adapt Round Tables? 

 

 



Developing Speaking 
Skills 

Situation 

 One key factor in a speaking course is that 
students should be doing the majority of the 
speaking throughout the class (Folse, 2006). 

 

Challenges 

 Large class sizes 

 Packed curriculum 

 Lack of time/materials 

 



Developing Speaking 
Skills 

Rationale 

 Of the four language skills: reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening, English language learners experience 

the highest level of anxiety with speaking tasks (Kim, 

2009). 

 Students who experience elevated levels of 

oral presentation anxiety will 

 Receive lower scores on assessments (regardless 

of their linguistic proficiency). 

 Be perceived as less fluent and competent 

communicators.                                      (Toth, 2012) 

 



Round Tables 

Solution 

 Amanda Lou Coyne developed Round 

Tables as an autonomous, student-led 

speaking activity 

 Developed as part of our English language 

program at Toyo University in Tokyo, Japan 

 Round Tables are now in their 3rd year of 

implementation 



What Are Round Tables? 

 Round Tables: 

 Small groups of students 

 Student-led 

 Composed of specific speaking roles 

 Students rotate through the roles 

 
A      (The Facilitator) 

B     (Word of the Day Speaker) 

C      (Impromptu Speaker) 
 (Introduction Speaker)      D 

(Informative Speaker)      E 



Facilitator 

 Leads the group   

 Prepares an agenda  

 Keeps time  

 Tallies participation  

 Encourages questions 

and discussion 



Word of the Day Speaker 

 Chooses and teaches a new 
vocabulary word 

 Prepares a handout  

 Teaches their classmates the 
definition(s) of the word 

 Uses it in 1-3 example sentences 

 Tallies the number of times 
each person uses the word-of-
the-day  

 Tallies hesitation markers 



Impromptu Speaker 
 Gives a 2 minute impromptu speech 

 Does not prepare before class 

 Thinks about their topic for 2 minutes   

 Delivers an impromptu speech 

 Group asks questions 

Example Topics: 

1. If you could have 1 superpower (for example, flying, becoming 

invisible, etc), what would you like to be able to do?  Why?  How 

would you use your superpower? 

2. Are you a morning person or a night owl (a night person)?  How 

does this affect your life?  Explain! 

 



Introduction Speaker 
 Introduces a person/thing 

or explains a process  

 Prepares for this speech 

before class 

 A visual aid 

 Speech outline and notes 

 Delivers their speech 

 Group asks questions 
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Informative Speaker 
 Delivers a formal, academic 

speech 

 Acts as a professor and 
teaches the group  

 Chooses an academic or 
formal topic  

 Prepares for this speech before 
class 

 A visual aid  

 Speech outline and notes 

 Delivers their speech 

 Group asks questions 



Overview Chart 



Implementation 

 Step 1: Introduce Round Tables 

 Step 2: Introduce and demo each role 

 

 



Implementation 2 

 Step 3: Introduce note-taking sheet and 

count sheets 

 

 



Implementation 3 

 Step 4: Create student group names and fill 

out schedule 

 

 

 

 Step 5: Round Tables begin 

 Step 6: Final reflection 



Benefits of Using Round 
Tables 

 Community building 

 Confidence improving 

 Fluency building 

 Student led 

 Efficient time use 

 Low-stakes 

 Engaging and practical 

 



Student Reflections 
In the most recent survey, 58/60 students like Round Tables 

 “Round Tables are perfect!!  I want to try again Round 

Tables.”   

 “Round Tables has many opportunities we speak English.  

It’s very fun!” 

 “I become positive about perticipating in discussion and 

asking some question! I think it’s great & awesome!” 

 “It’s useful for me because it is not only hearing my friend’s 

thinking, but also talking about my thinking.” 

 “I love Round Table!  Especially word of the day is useful 

for me.” 



Possible Adaptations 

 Modify time limits (shorter or longer) 

 Add or delete roles 

 Require specific content 

 Increase or decrease the frequency of 

Round Tables 

 Require technology  

 Focus on presentation skills 

 


